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Budget and Compensation Committee 2017 Salary Comparison Report

The Budget and Compensation Committee has been making a comparison of salaries at the University of
Miami with those at the US based member institutions of the Association of American Universities
(AAU), both public and private, for a number of years, with a particular focus on ten peer private
universities in the group. Information concerning these universities (Brandeis, Carnegie-Mellon, Case
Western Reserve, Emory, NYU, Syracuse, Rochester, Tulane, USC, and Vanderbilt) has been used by the
University of Miami for various planning purposes with budgetary implications. (Syracuse withdrew from
the AAU several years ago but has been kept in our list for purposes of continuity and consistency.)

The attached Excel file Exhibit A includes data going back to the 2004-2005 academic year and
extending annually through 2015-2016. Average salaries at the Assistant Professor, Associate Professor
and Full Professor levels are given for each US based AAU member institution along with that of the
University of Miami. (Salaries at medical schools are excluded from the data.) The absolute difference
between the overall AAU mean (for public member institutions, private member institutions, and the
entire combined AAU membership} and the UM mean are tracked year by year for each faculty rank.
We also track the UM mean for each rank as a percentage of the corresponding overall AAU mean. The
attached Excel file Exhibit B contains the corresponding data for UM and the ten peer schools.

Our first group of charts highlights the comparisons with the ten AAU peer institutions across all ranks
for the years 2005-2006, 2010-2011 and 2015-2016. Our second group of charts deals with comparisons
with the combined public and private members of the AAU, again across all ranks and for the years
2005-2006, 2010-2011 and 2015-2016.

Conclusions

1. The data with respect to the peer group is consistent across ranks. It marks the first time since we
have been tracking this information that we have achieved the basic goal of parity with the mean of
these institutions. Achieving this parity has been a long term mutual goal of the Senate and the
Administration and it is gratifying to be able to report this milestone to the Senate.

2. We are at parity or very near parity with respect to the combined public and private membership of
the AAU at the Assistant and Full Professor levels and more than 98% at the Associate Professor level.
We run considerably ahead of the publics by themselves and considerably behind the full complement
of privates, although one should note that we are now essentially back to or ahead of pre-recession
levels against the full complement of privates.

3. We credit these advances to the cumulative effect of being able to continue moderate raises
throughout the recession and post-recession years.

4. The data suggest we are in a comparatively good position at present. We remind the Senate and the
Administration that continuation of the efforts that have led to this point will be needed in order to
sustain or possibly advance our position. Moreover, while the Committee has not made a systematic
examination of housing costs, they are once again becoming a significant issue in faculty recruitment.
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