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MEMORANDUM

To: Julio Frenk
University President
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&

From: Tomas A. Salerno ’
Chair, Faculty Sena}e-f

Date: August 31, 2016

Subject: Faculty Senate Legislation #2016-05(B) — Establish a Graduate Certificate in
Criminology and Criminal Justice, Department of Sociology, College of Arts and
Sciences

[Reference Legislation #2016-04]
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The Faculty Senate, at its August 24, 2016 meeting, voted unanimously to approve the
establishment of a graduate Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice in the Department of
Sociology in the College of Arts and Sciences. This certificate requires 15 credits of core
courses. As the attached materials explains, “Students not meeting the minimum admission
requirements for the M.S. program may seek admission into the certificate program; and after
successful completion of the 15 credits from the core courses of the M.S. program, with a grade
of B or higher, students will be accepted into the Master’s Program.”

This legislation is now forwarded to you for your action.

TAS/rh
Enclosure

cc: Thomas LeBlanc, Executive Vice President and Provost
Dean Leonidas Bachas, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Roger Dunham, Chair and Professor, Sociology, College of Arts and Sciences
Amie Nielsen, Associate Professor, Sociology, College of Arts and Sciences
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CAPSULE: Faculty Senate Legislation #2016-05(B) — Establish a Graduate Certificate in
Criminology and Criminal Justice, Department of Sociology, College of Arts and
Sciences

PRESIDENT’S RESPONSE

APPROVED: /fg/’uﬂ 7S DATE: q\l‘\w‘b
((msﬁ’e’ H_S}gf}l{ure)

OFFICE OR INDIVIDUAL TO IMPLEMENT: Dean Leon idas 6@{ chas

EFFECTIVE DATE OF LEGISLATION: IMMEDIATELY
(if other than June 1 next following)

NOT APPROVED AND REFERRED TO:

REMARKS (IF NOT APPROVED):

R:\Legislation\2016-2017\2016-05B-A-S-Certificate-Criminology-.docx
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Cover Page

Proposal for a New Certificate Program in Criminology and Criminal Justice

Contact Information:

Chairperson, Department of Sociology: Roger Dunham, Ph.D. Phone: (305) 284-6762. Email:
rgdunham@miami.edu

Questions about the Proposal: Amie L. Nielsen, Ph.D. Phone: (305) 284-6158. Email:
nielsen@miami.edu
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Letter of Explanation

This material will be provided below in the Executive Summary section
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Memoranda of Approval

Memoranda of Approval have been received from:

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Department of Sociology, College of Arts and Sciences

Office of Planning, Institutional Research, and Assessment (PIRA)

Graduate School Dean
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Phone: 305-284-4021

Office of the Dean
1252 Memonial Dr., Ashe Bidg 227 Fax: 305-284-5637
Coral Gables, L 33146 VAW, aS (Miamd. adu
To: Tomas Salerno
Chair, Faculty Senate
From: Leonidas Bachas /?5: i S
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences (440547~

Subject; Certiticate in Criminology and Criminal Justice

Date: February 24, 2016

On February 22, 2016, the faculty from the College of Arts and Sciences umanimously voted in
favor of a Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice. The certificate will be offered by the

Department of Sociclogy. I am now forwarding the proposal to the Senate for action.

For your convenience, attached you will find a copy of the proposal. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact my office.

LGB/jmr
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UNIVERSITY
OF MIAMIL

: chology Phone: 305 264 6762

Department of So
P.O. Box 284162 FAX: 305.284.5310
Coral Gables, F1. 33124-2030

To: Leonidas Bachas, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
From: Roger G. Dunham, Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology @0
Subject: Letter of Support for Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice

Date: 5-23-16

I arm writing to express my support for our proposed Certificate in Criminology and
Criminal Justice. This program was initiated by the Department of Sociology and was
given approval by the department faculty to proceed. The degree program is designed to
benefit students who have earned a bachelor’s degree and are secking further training
and professional certification in criminology and criminal justice, a subspecialty of
sociology. Students who complete the certificate program will meet education
requirements for higher level administrative positions in the criminal justice system,
including police departments, departments of corrections, and in the courts. We
anticipate that this degree program will attract high quality UM students and
adrnimistrafors in the criminal justice system, and will provide an additional viable
option of future employment for these people.
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UNIVERSITY
E_: Office of Planning, PO. Box 248285 Gables One Tower. Suite 260, Locator 2923
- nstitutional Research,  Coral Gables FL 331242923 1320 S. Dove Hvsy.. Coral Gables, FL 33146
and Asspssment Phone 305-284 3856 Fax 305-284 408} e provmomiedu

MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 23,2016

TO: Dr. Roger G. Dunham, Professor and Chair,
Department of Sociclogy

FROM: David E. Wiles, Executive Director .

Assessment and Accreditaliml_/:___tby—v/

SUBJECT:  M.S. and Graduate Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice (Revised}

On February 24, 2016, the Department of Sociology in the College of Arts and Sciences submitted g
proposal notifying our office of its intent to launch a new Master of Science (M.S.) degree program in
Criminology and Criminal Justice and a new graduate Certificate program in Criminology and Criminal
Justice. Following our initial review, additional supporting documentation was requested and submitted.
Both programs are scheduled to faunch in the fall of 2017

The proposed M.S. in Criminology and Criminal Justice is a 30-credit graduate degree program
comprised of 15 core credits, 9 elective credits, and a 6-credit track/profect option (comprehensive exam
preparation, internship/report, or master’s thesis). The University of Miami currently offers undergraduoate
and graduate programs in Sociology. The Ph.D. degree program in Sociology includes concentrations in
{1} Criminology, (2) Medical Sociology. and (3} Race. Ethnic Relations and Immigration, The new M.S.
program will differ from the existing Ph.D. in Sociology in two ways: the M.S, emphasizes both
eniminology and criminal justice whereas the doctoral program focuses primarily on sociology; the
proposed master’s degree program also will be a terminal degree for most students.

The curriculum for the graduate Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice requires |5 credits ¢all
core courses). Students not meeting the minimum admission requirements for the M.S. degree program
may seek admission to the certificale program; after successful completion of the certificate curriculum,
with grades of “B™ or better in atl courses, students will be accepted mto the master’s program.

Both graduate programs are designed to provide students with a foundation in eriminal justice and
criminology theory, research methods and statistics, and substantive argas—including the etiology,
control, and prevention of crime. Once the campus-based programs are fully established, online courses
may be developed.

Following a review of the documentation, the M.S. degree program and graduate certificate
offering was submitted to the SACS Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) on May 3, 2016 as a
notification. A response is generally received 3-4 months after the notification submission.
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Dr. Roger G. Dunham
May 23, 2016
Page 2

Pleage feel free to contact our office should you have any questions or need additional guidance (305)
2849431,

cC Facuity Senate
Dr. Guillermo Prado, Dean, Graduate School
Dr. Leonidas Bachas, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Amie L. Nielsen, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology
Ms. Rose-Ketlie Glemaud, Sr. Executive Assistant, College of Arts and Sciences
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
GRADUATE SCHOOL,
i Gracuate Sehool Phone' 305-284-4154
R J PO Box 248125 Fax  305-284-5441
- Coral Gables, FL 33124-3220  graduateschook@mianii.cdu

MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 26, 2016

TO: Tomas Saletno
Chair, Faculty Senate

FROM: Guillermo Prado
De¢an, The Graduate School

SUBJECT:  MS in Criminology and Criminal Justice and Certificate in Criminology and
Criminal Justice

The College of Arts and Sciences submitted a proposal for a Master of Science in Criminology
and Criminal Justice and a Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice. The proposal for the
new degree and certificate programs was discussed at the meeting of the Graduate Council on
Monday, April 18, 2016, and was unanimously approved with the following recommendation:

The GRE may be waived based on:
1) Five or more years of relevant professional experience
2) Prior degree in related area/field

Additionally, the Council recommended that the GRE score be increased to 1000 or the 1000
equivalent. Finally, the Council recommended that the Library data on the proposal be reviewed,

which seerms to be out-of-date.

cc: Leonidas Bachas, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Roger Dunham, Chair, Department of Sociology
Office of Planning, Institutional Research and Assessment
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To: The Members of the Faculty Senate
From: Amie L. Nielsen, Ph.D.
RE: Proposals for M.S. and Certificate Programs in Criminology and Criminal Justice

Date: June 20, 2016

Per Dean Prado’s memo, the Graduate Council approved the proposed M.S. and Certificate Programs in
Criminology and Criminal Justice with three recommendations. These included:

1} Stipulate that the GRE requirement for admission may be waived under two specific conditions:
a) With five or more years of relevant professional experience
b) Prior degree in a related area/field.

2) GRE score minimum required for admission be raised to 1000 or the (new) equivalent.

3) Review the information concerning the Library data as it seems to be outdated.

Concerning recommendation 1, the two specific conditions for when the GRE may be waived are now
specified in the admissions rubric and statement in the proposal (see pages 10-13 of this document).

Concerning recommendation 2, we have elected to retain the GRE minimum of 950 (old system or its
new equivalent). This is so for several reasons.

a) Many M.S. programs in Criminology and/or Criminal Justice either do not require a GRE or
provide no minimum requirement (see M.S./M.A. Programs in Criminal Justice comparison.table
in Proposal). For example, of local competitors most similar to our program, Florida State
University requires the GRE for the online M.S. program, but no minimum is indicated. Florida
International University does not require a GRE score unless students seek funding. Florida
Atlantic University only requests GRE scores if other minimums (e.g., 3.0 undergraduate GPA in
last 60 credits) are not met (see pages 14-18). The GRE minimum requirement of 1,000 (or its
new equivalent) would place our proposed programs at a competitive disadvantage.

b) The newly approved Master’s Professional Program in Anthropology uses 950 as a minimum
(see pages 19-20). Our program is similar to this program in its more applied focus (i.e., many of
our students will be/want to be practitioners in the criminal justice system).

¢) Our current doctoral program uses a GRE minimum of 1,000 (or 297). The proposed M.S. and
Certificate programs are likely to attract students with lesser academic preparation than
students seeking to enter a doctoral program.

Concerning recommendation 3, all of the discussion at the Graduate Council meeting concerned
whether the Library has a single database: VioLit: The Violence Research Literature database. A search
of the Library website does show a link to this database (see page 21), but the database is apparently no
longer maintained by the University of Colorado-Boulder. Reference to this database has now been
removed from the Library Resources information. See Library Collections in the M.S. and Certificate
program proposals.
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4. Research Methods (SOC 610)
5. Introduction to Statistics (SOC 609)

[t is anticipated that full-time students will complete the five required classes in one year of
coursework.

Time to Degree Completion: Full-time students will take approximately one academic year to
complete the Certificate. It is anticipated that students will complete nine credits in their first fall

semester and six credits in their first spring semester.

Transfer Credits: Students may not transfer credits that count toward the Certificate.

Students

We initially expect 5-10 students in the first cohort, with the potential to grow to approximately
10-15 students per entering cohort.

Admissions Requirements for the Certificate Program in Criminology and Criminat
Justice:

Students are evaluated for admission based on a holistic assessment of the following
requirements. (See Appendix E, Admission Rubric for M.S. in Criminology and Criminal

Justice.)

Students must submit
a) a statement of purpose,
b) transcripts from all academic institutions attended,
¢) letters of recommendation from at lcast three references familiar with the
individual’s scholastic and/or work performance, and
d) GRE scores (may be waived based on 1) Five or more years of relevant
professional experience or 2) Prior degree in related area/field).

10
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Admission Requirements for the Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice:

Students not meeting the minimum admission requirements for the M.S. program may seek
admission into the certificate program; and after successful completion of 15 credits from the
core courses of the M.S. program, with a grade of B or higher, students will be accepted into the
Master’s Program. (See Appendix G, Admission Rubric for Certificate in Criminology and
Criminal Justice.)

Admissions Requirements for the M.S. in Criminology and Criminal Justice:

Students are evaluated for admission based on a holistic assessment of the following
requirements. (See Appendix H, Admission Rubric for M.S. in Criminology and Criminal

Justice.)

Students must submit
a) a statement of purpose,
b) transcripts from all academic institutions attended,
c) letters of recommendation from at least three references familiar with the
individual’s scholastic and/or work performance, and
d) GRE scores (may be waived based on 1) five or more years of relevant
professional experience or 2) prior degree in related area/field)

11
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Appendix G

Rubric for Admission- M.S, in ﬁ...::m:c_omw and Criminal Justice

Statement .
, ﬂu 4 E.-u bﬂa—uu—g
GPA Degree Institutio GRE TOE 3 LORs of Purpose
. Decision
3.0 10 graduate Graduate . Minimum score of 950 (if Director Review and
coursework Degree in refated feld :.?. taken hefare OB/01/20115 or " 100 Posibve Accepiablz Approval
Accredited 294 | |
75299 in graduate | Oraduate Degree in [U S, Accredited| Minimum score of 950 (if I 100 Positive | Acceptable Director Review;
coursework related field taken hefore 08/01/2011) ar [ me be Admitted o
204 ! Centificale Program®
35+ in last 60 credits Minimum score of 950 (if |
: s s taken before 08/01/2011) or Dhrector Review and
of upper division B.A or BS. D 994 NiA Posiive Accentabis Approval
undergraduale Accredited o Approval
coursework
Minimum score of 950 (if . . .
30-7% i 1 i : Dhrector Review and
o D . i US| taken before 08/012011) or , - . P
cr %U m&wuvﬂ B.A orBS. Accredited m 204 100 witve Acceplable \pproval
undergraduale _ _.
coursewnrk “ |
2.5 -29% 15 last &0 7 Scoure below 950 (if taken Drrector Review. May
credits of upper BAorBS us before 08/01/2011) ar 294 100 Positive Acceptable be Admitted to
division Accredited _ Certificate Program®
undergraduate
coursewnrk _

,36:$:m§%%mammmmo_ﬁﬁﬁamoﬂo:a__%omzﬁ cmd,.ﬁoam"mamnmnaarm%A.:Q,ﬂommn.&_ transeripts evaluated by our International  Admissions department
o delermine GPA.

“ The GRE may be waived for applicants based en 1) Five or mare vears of relevant professional experience or 2} Prior degree in related field/ares,

" TOEFL, requirad for applicants with degrees from institutions outside of the LS., may be substituted for TELTS (rinimum 8 0).

¥ Separate additional essav must be submitied t6 the Director specifying any reasons that may explam why applicant has not met full admission requirements.
Students niot meeting the minimum admission requirements for the M.S. program mav seek admission into the certificate program; and alier successful
completion of 15 credits from the core courses of the M.S, program, with a grade of B or higher, students will be aceepted into the Master's Program.

36

12
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» Centar For Criminology & Public Policy Research
> Onins Negraw Programs Search

CONTACT

DEGREES

You are here:  HOME / OEGREES / ONLINE DEGREE PROGRAMS 7 O

In this Sectlon Online Master’s

Undergraduata Programs 1

OwoeDwgrsebrgams 0 PROGRAM ONLINE PROGRAMS
US NS

Cnline 8achelor's Program CRIMI NAL JUS-HCE
Criing Maste s Pacqram E 20 1 6

Relgaif Scholarship Far Currgnt
Folice Officers

Tuiian and Fees

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
After Accaptance

14
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Student Testimonials

Graduate Programs

Speciaiired Studies

Advising

DIP YOU KNOW?

Criminology Ph.D.
graduates are in high
demand for tenure-
track faculty
positions according
to The Chronicle of
Higher Education

RECENT NEWS

College of Criminoclogy &
Criminal Justice '
Highlightad in USA

Today as Significant
Recruttment Source

Jun 2, 2016

Ph.D. Profiie: Jennifer
Lynne Holmes, MSW,
M.S.

Jun 2, 2016

YISIT NEWSROOM

TESTIMONIAL

“My MS degree in

VIS e LU IR RS W e
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s Proof of a bachelor's degree from an
accredited college or university

* Proof of pravious academic achievement,
illustrated by GPA

* GRE score (not required for appficants with
five ar mare years of related professional

experience)

» [nternational students whose native
language is not English must provide a
score for the Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL)

e A 300- to 500-word personal statsment
describing your reasons for seeking a
professional degree through a distance
learning program

o Your current reaume

COURSEWORK

The program requires a total of 36 hours of
graduate credit. Of these, 15 hours will be
required of ali students as core courses, which
we list below. The remaining 21 credits will
come from electives. Of these, 12 credit hours
should come from courses within the College
Of Criminology and Criminal Justice, but up to
9 haurs of electives may come from approved
courses from other disciplines. A grade of 'C”

8/24/16 FS Agenda
Page 15 of 31

Downloads

PDF: FAQs:
Online
Graduate
Program

PDF; 2014-
2015 Distance
Learning
Handbook

PDF: 2013-
2014 Distance
Learning
Handbook

PDF: 2011-
2012 Distance
Learning
Handbook

PDF: 2010-
2011 Distance
Leaming
Handbaok

POF: Online
Master's

Degree
Brochure
Links

Student
Testimonials

FSU
Admissions

or higher must be maintained through-out all course wark.

CORE COURSES

CCJ 5608 Survey Criminological Theories (3)

The primary purpose of this course i3 to provide students with a deeper
understanding of criminological theory. Physiological, genstic, psychological,

and psychiatric theories of criminal behavior.

http://criminology.fsu.edu/degrees/online-degree -programs/online-masters-program-2/; .
accessed 06/21/2016

15
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T Steven J. Gree» e _
FIU School of Inter Department of Criminal Justice

& Public Affairs

Home : AboutUs | People | Degree Programs | Internships | Careers | Study Abroad

.

‘I' y ':.::L'!"'I‘ Bran ""»‘I_TT'%TE;??] Home - Dagreg Programs - MS in Criminal Justice

b P D U

» BS in Criminal Justice MS in Criminal Justice

MS in Criminal Justica
= I rminal Master of Science in Criminal Justice

» PhD in International Crime
The Master of Science degree in Criminal Justice requires 36 credit hours (12 courses). All

and Justice
students entering the program are required to complete five courses (15 credits) of core
» Combined BSCJ / MSCJ requirements, four electives (12 credits) in criminal justice, and three courses (9 credits) in
» Accelerated Juris Doctor general eletmlves ! The MSCJ prograrm is available at University Park campus and fulty online
(see hilp:/onling fiu.adu).
+ Joint MSCJ / MPA
Admissions Requirements

» Joint JD / MSCJ

» Minor in Criminal Justice 1. Bachelor's degree from an accredited institution.

2. GPA of 3.0 or higher in upper division coursework.
» Certificate in Pre Law or higher in upper di n COUrsewo

3. Grade of "B” or befter in both an undergraduste research methods and a statistics
course (Measurement Analysis).

Contact Us
4. Letter of application describing your reasons for pursuing an advanced degree and
Department of Criminal Justice career plans
Florida International University )
Maodesto A Maidique Campus 5. Example of your written work_
11200 SV 8th Street, PCA-257
Miami, Flarida 33189 6. Current resume.
Tai: (305) 348-5800
Fax: (305) 348-8848 Students seseking funding should submit Graduate Record Exam (GRE) scores taken within
the last five years.
Find us on 4
Facebook Application: hitp:/gradschool fiu edu/admissions.shiml

Application Deadlines: nitp./gradschool flu. edu/deadlines.shim|

Applications are only accepted for the Fail term.

Degrea Credit Requirements

The Master of Science degras in Criminal Justice requires 36 credit hours (12 courses). All
students entering the program are required to complete five courses (15 credits) of core
raquiraments, four electives (12 credits) in criminal justice, and three courses (9 credits) in
general electives.

file:///C:/Users/nielsen/Downloads/ M$%20in%20Criminal%20Justice%20_%20Department%200f%
20Criminal%20Justice.htm; accessed 06/21/2016

16
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E‘ﬁ SCHOOL OF CRIMINOLOGY &
. CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Florida Atlantic U niversity

Admission Requirements

Program Overview Vv s dugun i, Degree Requirements Courses  How To Apply

Admission Requirements

* A baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution,

17
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a A GPA of 3.0 or higher in the last 60 credits of undergraduate course work.

] A grade of “B” or better in both an undergraduate research methods and a statistics course.

= A letter of application, explaining the potential student’s interest in the program and reasons for applying.
- An example of the student’s written work.

= A current resume.

International students are required to achieve a minimum score of 550 (CBT-213) on the Test of English as a

Foreign Language (TOEFL).

Meeting minimal standards does not guarantee admission, as all requirements will be considered cumulatively. [n
addition, anyone who does not present a GPA of 3.0 or higher or a “B” or better in the research methods and
statistics courses can still be considered by the MSCCJ Graduate Admissions Committee for admission or
conditional acceptance. In these cases, the student may submit some or all the following which will be reviewed by

the committee for evidence of high promise in the program:

»  Graduate Record Exam (GRE) scores taken within the last five years.
= Trend of undergraduate grades.

= Mature work experience.
- Completion of up to three CCJ or related graduate courses with a “B+" or higher in each. ,

Admission Process

The admissions process is fully described in the FAU Graduate Catalog, which is updated annually. The process
begins with submitting a formal application to the university, arranging for transcripts from all institutions attended
since high school to be sent to the Admissions Office, and completing the Student Immunization Form.

http://cdsi.fau.edu/sccj/msccj/admission-requirements/; accessed 06/21/2016

18
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Graduate Program - College of Arts and Sciences Page { of 2

L J COLLEGE of ————

mamt ARTS & SCIENCES

(hitp:/Nanw as.mismi adu/)

Considering a career as a professional antheopologist? The University of Minmi otfers a dynamic program
which enables you to develop the skill set necessary to succeed in the competitive job market and serves as
sound foundation for advanced academic careers. We have built on our excellent undergraduate program to
create a graduate program which is flexible, transdiciplinary, engaging, and innovative. We offec three
primary specializations which incorporate coursework across disciplines within the University. Our faculty
are student-oriented teachers and regearch professionals who will equip you to realize your goals. Internship
and fieldwork apportunities are integral to our approach. We welcome full-iime and part-time students
beginning their careers, as well as students who wish to recharge their careers with state-of-the-discipline
knowledge in our areas of expertise.

GENERAL INFORMATION

The UM program otfers students the opportunity to specialize in three concentrations for the MA degree:
applied archaeology, applied forensic and biological anthropology, and applied cultural anthropology.

The MA degres requires 36 credils for graduation, with 18 completed in residence. You may elect a degree
path with orwithout a thesis. Rolling admission will allow students to begin in any semester.

We strongly encourage prospective students to review the information about our faculty and their research
programs. We guggest contacting potential advisors best suited to your interests.

tile:///C./Users/nielsen/Downloads/Graduate%20Program%20-%20College%200f%20Ans... 6/21/2016

19
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Graduate Program - College of Arts and Sciences Page 2 of 2

Gh &

3 . AA T
Digging into the lives of the ancient Maya women.

Admission requirements are™*:
Abaccalaureate degree from an accredited institution;
A cumuolative undergraduate GPA of 3.0;
GRE minimum score of 050 (tests prior to August 1st, 2011) or a score of 294 on tests after that date;
Expository writing sample demonstrating English competency.
*"Exceptions may be granted by the department on a case-by-case basis.

For more information on our program, contact:
Dr. Linda Taylor

Graduate Program Director
Anthropology@Miami.edu

file:///C:/Users/nielsen/Downloads/ Graduate%20Program%20-%20College%200f%20Ans... 6/21/2016
20
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uScarch @ UMiami httpmeinmi-pn'mo.hosted.a:xlibrixgroup.com/primo_libmry/]ibwch/ac...

Center for the Study and Preventlon of Violence - Resourcaes.
Contributor: Center for the Study and Praevention of Violence, U Colorado.; University of
Colgrado,

Subjects: Psychology: Sociology

Description: VioLit, the Viclance Research Literature database of the Center for the Study and
Pravention of Violence, University of Colorado , indexes books, joumai articles, and reports.

Format: electronic database
Language: English

Note: Abstract/Citation/Index Active
Source: 01UOML ALMA

21
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Certificate Program in Criminology and Criminal Justice - Executive Summary

Overview. The proposed Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice program aims to
address issues related to crime and its control in the United States. For those working in or
seeking to work in criminal-justice related positions, higher levels of education are increasingly
required for employment and/or advancement in many prbfessions and jobs. The proposed
program is aimed primarily at individuals interested in bolstering their knowledge and
understanding of criminology and criminal justice and for criminal justice professionals seeking
advanced degrees to enhance knowledge and career development, and for individuals potentially
seeking a Master’s degree required for entry into professions in criminal justice.

The program objectives are to provide students with a foundation in criminal justice and
criminological theory, research methods and statistics, and substantive areas. The goals of the
program are to provide training in fundamentals of the criminal justice system and
criminological theory, as well as provide foundational training in research methods and statistics.

The target enrollment for the start of the Certificate program is 5 to 10 students, with the
program expanding to 10 to 15 students after the second year. The program will have its first
cohort in the Fall semester of 2017. Courses offered within the Department of Sociology will
initially all be offered in person. Once the traditional on-campus program is fully established,
we will seek to create an online version of this program.

The University of Miami currently offers a Ph.D. in Sociology with one of the possible
concentrations in the area of criminology. The proposed Certificate program will entail
expanding our existing graduate program’s courses and requirements. Offering a Certificate in
criminology and criminal justice further deepens the University’s commitment to create an
environment in which students gain the necessary knowledge and education needed for careers in

criminal justice.

Curriculum. The proposed Certificate program requires the completion of 15 hours of graduate
credit (all from within the Department of Sociology). The program is structured to be completed
in two semesters.

Core. (SOC 15 Credits)

1. Theory and Foundations in Criminology and Criminal Justice (SOC 670)
2. The Criminal Justice System (SOC 673)

3. Criminology and Public Policy (SOC 677)

4. Research Methods (SOC 610)

5. Introduction to Statistics (SOC 609)
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Students may seek solely to obtain a Certificate in Criminology and Criminal Justice. However,
for students who wish to earn an M.S. degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice but who do
not meet the admission requirements, successfully completing the 15 credits of the Certificate
program with a grade of B or higher will enable entry into the proposed MS program (see
separate document).
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Mission: Purpose and Goals

The proposed Certificate program is designed to provide students with a foundation in criminal
justice and criminological theory, research methods and statistics, and substantive areas. The
program is intended to provide training in fundamentals of the criminal justice system and
criminological theory, as well as provide foundational training in research methods and statistics.
The University of Miami currently offers a Ph.D. in Sociology with one of its possible
concentrations in criminology; it is currently in the process of seeking to expand our existing
graduate program’s courses and requirements in the form of a new proposed M.S. program. The
M.S. program will be based in the Department of Sociology. The Certificate program will
enable students to obtain certification demonstrating advanced, graduate level training in
Criminology and Criminal Justice.

The proposed new Certificate program in Criminology and Criminal Justice is intended for:

-individuals interested in bolstering their knowledge and understanding of criminology
and criminal justice, potentially as a means to seek to enter our M.S. program !

-criminal justice professionals seeking certification to enhance knowledge and career

development

The program goals of the proposed new Certificate program in Criminology and Criminal Justice
are to:

1) Provide a Certificate for those currently or intending to work in research or applied
settings in criminal justice agencies. It also provides an opportunity for interested
students to explore potential further education in a Master’s program.

2) Provide training in criminology and criminal justice, enabling a strong and integrated
knowledge of research and practice. This will enable greater understanding of both the
etiology and prevention of crime as well as to better inform criminal Justice policy.

3) Provide interdisciplinary training, including legal perspectives, concerning critical
contemporary issues facing the criminal justice system, including such topics as
restrictions on police powers, police use of force and shootings, and legalization of drugs.
An overview of these topics will be covered in the core course of SOC 673 (The Criminal
Justice System).

4) Provide research and conceptual skills required to conduct analyses and assessments of

the criminal justice system.

! Students not meeting the minimum admission requirements for the M.S. program may seek admission into the
certificate program; after successful completion of the Certificate program courses, with a grade of B or higher,
students will be accepted into the Master’s Program.
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Market Analysis/Demand

In the state of Florida there are only three schools with nationally recognized/ ranked Sociology
Departments; of the three schools, Florida State University, University of Florida, and the
University of Miami, only one is located in South Florida. F urthermore, The University of
Miami’s Sociology Department currently offers a concentration in criminology as part of its
Ph.D. program. The University of Miami and its nationally recognized Sociology Department is
centrally poised to launch a successful Master of Science in Criminology and Criminal Justice

program.

This Master of Science in Criminology and Criminal Justice program is designed for students
who are both interested in attaining a Master’s degree or continuing on into a Ph.D. program.
The program has a thesis option for students interested in pursuing a Ph.D. in sociology. This
avenue makes the program even more attractive for prospective students.

In South Florida, there are a few universities that offer a Masters in Criminal Justice, Florida
Atlantic University, Florida International University, and Nova Southeastern Untversity. Florida
Atlantic University and Florida International University do not have a nationally ranked
Sociology Department nor do they have a Ph.D. program. Nova Southeastern University offers a
Ph.D. in Criminal Justice but its program is not nationally ranked. Based on the University’s
prestige and the Sociology Department’s national rank, this program will succeed. Please see a
comparison chart below of near peer institutions and state institutions that offer a same and/ or

similar program.

The following institutions have a similar program.

National:
Northeastern University (MS in Criminal Justice Leadership — online)
University of Pennsylvania (MS in Criminology)

City University of New York, John Jay College of Criminal Justice (MA in Criminal Justice)
University of Cincinnati (MS in Criminal Justice)

University of Colorado-Denver (MCJ)

UC-Irvine (Criminology, Law and Society; online)

Georgia State University (MS in Criminal Justice)

Loyola University-Chicago (MA in Criminal Justice)

Fairleigh Dickinson University (MA in Criminal Justice)

Temple University (MA in Criminal Justice)

University of Missouri-St. Louis (MA in Criminology and Criminal J ustice)
Rutgers University (MA in Criminal Justice)
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University of Mississippi (MCJ)
St. Joseph’s University (MS in Criminal Justice)
University of Illinois-Chicago (MA in Criminology, Law and Justice)

Local Universities:

Florida International University (MS in Criminal Justice; on-campus and online)

Nova Southeastern University (MS in Criminal Justice: online)

Florida Atlantic University (MS in Criminology and Criminal J ustice; on-campus and online

hybrid)
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Library Collections

The University of Miami Library system has more than 3.5 million volumes, as well as over
600,000 electronic books, and access to over 90,000 electronic and print journals and 1,000
databases. Sociology, Criminology and Criminal Justice students have ready access to both
Richter Library as well as the Law Library, providing access to current and past journals and
books. Richter library is a depository for federal and state government publications. In addition,
the Library system offers some data archives (e.g., old editions of the Uniform Crime Reports),
on-site access to software (GIS, SPSS), and to numerous electronic databases (e.g., Sociological
Abstracts, Social Science Citation Index), and interlibrary loan services in order to procure
needed items not available at UM. There are 37 research librarians (including one specific to the
Department of Sociology) and 86 support staff who can also assist students with literature
searches and other needs. At the beginning of each fall semester (and spring and/or summer, if
students start the program at those times) the Sociology research library will hold a training for
all new students in the program. The training will focus on the types of online resources, how to
access them, as well as other services (e.g., inter-library loan) that the library offers. The UM
library system is a member of Association of Southeastern Research Libraries, the Digital
Library Federation, the OCLC Research Library Partnership, the Coalition for Networked
Information, the Council for Library and Information Resources, the Northeastern Research

Libraries, and LYRASIS.
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